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ject to disabilities.
being attended to. Accusations have been
hurled af the Government on the score of
the Transport Board. In wmy view it is a
pity that board was not created many vears
ago, and 1 hope that in 12 months’ time
the people will be perfectly satistied with
the work of that board. Another matter,
a rather tieklish question never introduced
in Western Australia before, has heen men-
tioned to me by a man from Queensland, who
informs me that in thai State the loeal
authorities give to expectant mothers the
wives of men on sustenance, a little extra
cash to help them over their time of trial.
In my view, the same prineiple should he
introduced here, becanse children born of in-
digent parents, cannot get sufficient nourish-
ment, and so develop into absolute weeds.

The Minister for Employment: We are
providing extra sustenance work for the
hushands of expectant mothers.

My, CLOTHIER : [ eongratulate the Gov-
ernment upon the work they have done in
my electorate during the past 12 menths.
The member for Subiaco remarked upon a
drain which he said was in Maylands.

Mr. Hegney: That is in Middle Swan.

Mr. CLOTHIER : Yes, but the hon. mem-
ber said it was in Maylands. Work on
that project has ceased two or three times,
but the Government are now carrying on
the drain, although the section whiel is in
Middle Swan will not return much revenue
because there are very few honses to be
served. However, the next section will be
in a thiekly populated part of Mavlands.

Mr. Hepney interjected.

My, CLOTHIER: The interjection of the
member for Middle Swan reminds me thar
I wish to refer to the new bridge at Garratt-
road. This maiter was mentioned when Mr.
R. T. Robinson was a member of the House.
and T helieve that it was also mentioned by
Mr. Seaddan. The peninsula where the aeve-
drome is located suffers from tack of trans-
pori facilities. People coming from the
acrodrome have to walk one and a half
miles or two miles to the fram and two and
a half miles to the train. TIn the event of
the bridge heing constructed, s bus serviee
could be earried through Belmont and acros
the bridge to earry all that trafic. T intend
to appeal to the Perth Road Board and the
Bayswater Road Board to nndertake veclam-
ation of some of the land in the vicinity and
enable that fraffic to be catered for. Ther

Their cuses are all’
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is a thickly populated area containing some
300 or 400 houses, and the traffic thosc
residents would provide, together with the
traffic to the aerodrome, would, I believe,

make the service a pavable proposi-
tion. I am pleased that the Govern-
meng have appointed inspectors to en-
sure that the awards of the Avrbifration

Conrt are observed, and to carry out other
official duties. It is gratifying to find
that the people of Perth ave perfectly satis-
fled with the State’s prospeets. I have in
mind particularly the incrveased aectivity in
the building trade. People must have con-
stderable faith in our city and State or they
would not have committed themselves to sueh
large expenditure on buildings.

On motion by Mr. Brockman, debate ad-

Journed.

House adjourned af 8.32 pm,

ULegislative Council,

Wednesday, I5th August, 1934,
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Adjournment, specinl L oo 119

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.an.. and read pravers,

QUESTION--HOSPITAL FUND
(CONTRIBUTIONS) ACT.

H. SEDDOXN asked the Chiet See-
What was the total amount received
under “The Hospital Fund (Contributions)
Act, 1930," For the vears ended 30th June,
1933 and 1934, respectively?

The CHIEF SECHRETARY replied: The
total amount for the Hospital Fund (Con-
tribufions) Act was: Year ended 30th June,
1933, £146,042 10s. 4d.; year cnded 30th
June, 1934, £154,228 5s. 11d.

Hon.



113 Avarst, 1934.1

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Fifth Day.
Debhate resumed from the previous day.

HON. R. G. MOORE ({North-East)
[4.33] : T should like fo refer to the Royal
Commission appointed to inquire into the
financial position and general administra-
tion of the Agricultural Bank. We know
that n very adverse report has been made
upon the institution. It is not my intention
to ecriticise either the finaneial position of
the bank, or its administration by the offi-
cials. There are many things to consider
in connection with the activities and admin-
istration of the establishment, and hefore
passing judgment T think we should have
hefore us the views of the offirials them-
selves. We should know precisely what were
the reasons for the establishment of the bank,
and what ndirect benefits have acerued from
its operations. We should be informed as
to the amount of wealth which has been won
as the result of its aetivities, and should know
what assets there arve in the State, not held
by the bapk, but the creation of which ean
be directly atfributed to its assistance. We
should also be told the result of the opera-
tions of the bhank. I wonder whether the
position would have heen different if the
members of the Royal Commission had heen
the trustees of the bank, and if there would
have been mueh difference in the report had
the trustees of the bank been the members
of the Roval Commission. Of course thev
would have had to work under the same set
of circumstances, to have been faced with
the same difficulties, and have been subject
to the same political interference. We all
know (lat the functions of the Agricultural
Bank are different from those of other
banks; otherwise there would have been no
need to bring it into existenee. The posi-
tion of the insiilution to-day is aftributable
to the great dvop in the price of the pro-
ducis of the land. Who eould have fore-
seen that? Suppose a different set of eir-
cumstances had arisen over which neither
the trustees. the hank nor the man on the
land had any control, and the produets of
the land had risen in the same vatio as that
in which they have fallen, what a different
tale there would have heen to tell. Trom
1M9 to 1925 the average wheat price for
export was 6s. 2d. a bushel, whilst for the
three years 1930 to 1933 the average export
price had dropped to approximately 2= 10d.
[t is easy io be wise after the event. If
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punters put their money on always after the
race wasg over, no one wounld back a loser.
We =hould suspend judgment until we get
the viewpoint from every angle. Perhaps
when we know the other side of the story
we shall he a little clearer in our own views,
and in a position to judge less harshly than
we might otherwize do. We may well learn
a lesson from the report of the Royal Com-
mission, namely, not to be too anxious to
rush into the nationnlisation of the banking
system and allow it to be subjected to poli-
tical interference and control. I now want
to look at the position of the farmers. The -
man on the land has been responsible for a
zood deal of his own trouble. TUndoubtedly
a fair sharve of the blame is due to him for
adopting fhe short-sighted policy of intro-
ducing so many mechanical forms of trans-
port, stationary power, ete., to the exclusion
of the horse.

Hon, L. Craig: It is very easy to bhe wise
after the event.

Hon. R. G. MOORE: I have often won-
dered why farmers were so precipitate about
supplanting horse power with mechanical
power.

Hon. H. J. Yelland: How would vou get
on with horses on a farm on which there
wns no assured rainfall?

Hon. R. G. MOORE: A farmer cannot
rrow wheat if there is no water, in which
case he had better get off his block. T know
of people who sare using horses on places
that are too dvy for the growing of wheat,
but they are engaged in growing wool. Peo-
ple nze horses in order to make dams. [t
is easier to secure a water supply for horses
than it 35 to precure water for the growing
of wheat. The difficultv the hon. member
refers to can be overcome by a praectical
nman who knows how to look after his own
interests. The eifect of the unse of machin-
ery woukl not he so far-reaching if we
could preduce our own fuel for the machines
we import, but not only do we send monev
ouni of the country for the purchase of
machinery, hut we keep on sending out more
for the purchase of fuel. This policy has
lessened to an alarming extent the demand
for hay and oats, etc., for home consump-
tion, and this has in ifself helped to create
a glat in the very products the farmer i3
growing. Not only can the farmer produce
feed for hi< horses, but he can produce the
hor~es az well, and with a team of brood
mare: can produce yvounz horses for sale,
and <o build up an inereazingly valuable
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asset instead, as is the ease with machinery,
of creating a diminishing one.

Hou. A. Thomson: That was the poliey
the Agricultural Bank discouraged amongst
the farmers, the use of motor power.

Hon. R. G. MOORE: If we could get the
viewpoint of the officials on tlese matters
we would probahly judge them less harshly.
We should not be sending out money to an-
other country to build up industries there.
It iz imposzsible fo breed young motors,
yvoung tractors or young oil engines. The
onlv thing that can be hred with them is a
rood-sized mortgage, which unfortunately
does not die even with old age. We mayv
have moved faster with mechanical power.
but =0 fast have we moved that we have
failed to notice that we are travelling down
hill.  The horse can play a very important
part in getting the farmer out of the hog
and once again on the up-grade.

Hon. H. J. Yelland: Do you suggest thal
the city man shonld convert his motor power
into horses?

Hon. . G. MOORE: Yes. The horse
should resume his proper place. We should
ntilise those things that the ecountry is natur-
ally fitted to produce, and in that way builil
up our home industries.

Hon. J. Cornell: Even a
hearse has gone out of date.

Hon. R. ¢+, MOORE: People are in such
a hurry nowadayvs they have not even time
in which to be buried deeently. The same
thinz applies to a great extent to our rail-
wavs. If we used them to their Eull extent,
we should e increasing the demand Eor local

horse-drawn

coal, ome of our natural resources, and
thus provide move work for the workers
and  keep the wmoney in the country.

I know we cannot get very far on a one-way
tradtic, but there are plenty of commodities
to import and we ean establish a rveciprocal
trade with other ecountries without cruci-
fying our awn natural products.  We have
our own speeial advantages in ¢limatic con-
ditions, large arens of good land, extensive
forests and enormous deposits of enal. while
other countries have their severnl advan-
tages in other directions, Let us make the
best use of the things close al hand, and
develop our own industries with eur natural
resonrees,  The money thus kepl in the
country wonld be reflected in added pros-
perity in every direction.  Refevenre has
also heen made to the gold mining industry.
which we are thankful to say is to-day in

[COUNCLL.]

a very happy position. Beeawse of this,
it has leen suggested thai the Government
should impose a royalty on gold. There
ar¢ many things to consider regard-
ing the gold mining indus(ry that do not

apply to other industries. In the first
place, gold cannot be cultivated. All the

scientific knowledge and practieal experi-
ence m the world eannot produee an ounce
ob gold, unless the gold is alveady there.
Although the royalty would be imposed on
gold won, it would be very diffienli to apply
the royalty and do so at all equitably.
Where some of the bigger mines may be
showing hig profits, many shows are able
to exist only owing to the high price of
zold,  Hundreds of thousands of pounds
have heen spent in ivoking for geld that
has never been found. On the other hand,
the pos=ibility of finding the preeious metal
while the price is so high is a great in-
centive both to the prospector and the
speculator.  The big mines have taken ad-
vantage of the high price of gold and have
erected the most up-to-date and expensive
machinery and plant available, and that
will enable them to treat profitably a lower
orade of ore than was possible previously.
There arve hundreds of thousands of tons
of low-grade ore than can now he treated
profitabiv, and thus keep hundreds of men
in emplovment under existing conditions.
That is most enconraging, hecause for many
vears past low-grads ore was huried in the
mines and that ore ¢an now he worked again
at o profit. Of coarse, rome of the ove
was 0 buried that it will never be recov-
ered. However, the industry has had its
difficult days and has taken its toll of
bhoth life and monev. T think both the in-
dustey and the men engaged in it are en-
titled to all the considerntion and en-
couragement possible. T am glad that the
unemployment problems are not now so
acute, hut much vet remains te he aceomp-
lished. The inereased price of wheat will
make a great differenee. 1 hope the inerease
has come to stay and that the pendulumn will
swing gradually and surelv back tfowards
prosperity and sueccess.

HON. V. HAMERSLEY (Fast) [4.48]:
T wos mueh siruck by the =plendid attend-
ance of the public on the oreasion of the
opening of this session of Parliament hy His
Excelleney the Lieut.-Governor. To my
mind it was a tribute by the public to Par-
linment as  an institntion. A= we  fravel
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through the country, we frequently hear peo-
ple finding fault with the parliamentary in-
stitutien, and little interest seems to be dJis-
played in the doings of Parliament. Recently
I faced an election and it was rather depress-
ing to me at times to note the sparse attend-
ance at meetings. Tt gave me the impression
that the influence of Parliamenl was on the
wane.

Hon. J. Nicholson: The small attendance
~howed that the electors reposed conlidence
in vou.

Hon, V. HAMERSLEY : We may flatter
ourselves that that wnas the reasen, bhut,
nevertheless, it tended to depress me. People
would say, “Well, old chap, you are all
right.  We have a previous arrangement for
a gume ol carids, so that we eannot get along
to your meéeting, but we will be with you all
right on election day.”

Hon. J. Nicholson: That indieated their
vonfidence,
Hon. V. HAMERSLEY : [t may he

pleasant te the candidate from that stand-
point, but, nevertheless, continued small at-
tendances tend to depress. It might indicate
that the community weve rather tived of it
all and thought that there were too many
Parliaments in the Commonwealth. Because
of this phase, T was indecd glad to nete the
larewe attendance of people, who were eager
to be present at the opening of Parliament
this year.

Hon, J. Cornell: Your experience must
have been just the opposite to that of Mr.
Seddon.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY : T am pleased to
know that. While I was impressed by the
interest shown in the proceedings in this
Chamber, I was not so impressed by the eon-
tents of the Speech itzelf. In fact, T was
rather disappointed, and T shall refer to one
or two matters particularly. We had pre-
viousty learned that the finances had dis-
closed another defieit on the year’s opera-
tions, and that fact was further indicated in
the Speech. During the previous zession,
the Government passed legislation -imposing
heavier taxation, and they secured more rev-
enue from that source than had been antici-
pated. Despite that added revenue, and also
the additional loan funds that were avail-
able, the State finanees have procecded still
further to leeward. Tf a private business
man carried on his opervations in the same
way, he would ¢uickly appreciate the faet
that he was heading straight for bankruptey.
I cannot rezard State finanees in a manner
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difterent from that in which | view private
business concerns. 1t is to the horTowing
policy that has operated thar the relief to
unemployment can he attributed. The Gov-
einment take great eredit Lo themselves in
the Lieut.-Governor's Speeceh for the wonder-
ful achievement of taking so many men off
sustenance and placing them in various forns
of employment. T would prefer that that vin-
ployment was ade availahle by private
enterpri~e instead of by the Guvernment.
Private enterprise is not heing eneouraged
by the Government to expend money by pro-
viding additional emplovment tor men who
are out of work, [If we are to continue bor-
rowing money in order to take men off sus-
tenanee and place them on relief work, we
should =ee Lo it that a definite return is re-
ceived for the expenditure. 1 have some
doubt as to whether much of the work will
be sufficiently reproductive to improve the
position of the State. Rathey am I afraid
that the eifect of the policy will be to place
the State finances in a more serions eondi-
tion. I would be of greater advantage if
private enterprise were to undertake that
part of the work rather than the Govern-
ment. The wonderful price of gold that
obtains to-day has certainly been an induce-
ment to expand employment, but the Gov-
ernment had nothing to do with that. How-
ever, the refurn from the gold ontput greatly
relieved the position of the State. Tt i= sad
to realise that we have not been able Lo im-
press the Commonwealth Government regard-
ing the nceessities of the State, and we have
not secured our fair share of the funds avail-
able to assist the smaller States durine the
present financtal year. The Commonwealth
Government scem to look upon Western Aus-
tralia’s claims as unfair and bluff. They
seem to think we have been crying too much
about our difficulties, and 1 vregret to
note that the Federal Grants Commission
recommended a very small sum to West-
ern Australia, whereas South Aunstralia and
Tasmania received much larger amounts
slthough their difficulties were not so
great as those of this State. The re-
demption of recent loans has gone to -how
the good opinion the finaneial world has
of Western Australia even though this
State’s share has not been nearly as great
as that of the Eastern States. This i= to =
great extent due to the fart that most ot the
Western Australian loans were raised at a
lower rate of interest.  We have not the
same proportion of high-rate mnoney as has
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been raised by the other States, and conse-
quently the relief obtained by the other
States from the redemption has been greater
than ours,

Hon. J. Cornell: The last loan was raised
at 3} per cent., and it is a long time sinee
Western Australia was able to raise a loan
at that rate.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY : There has been
of late a vast improvement in the interest
rate, and I am hoping that private indivi-
duals will be able to get cheaper money, 1t
is most important for the development of
our areas, or indeed for the earrying on of
business of any deseription that money
should be cheap. It is not goed policy to
borrow extravagantly with the idea of creal-
ing employment while the rate of interest
is high. With regard to the rallways, T
notice that the system is worse off than it
has ever been. It is remarkable that there
should he a hig increase in the number of
men employed in that service. I fail to
understand the reason for that increase. We
are told that during the last 12 months over
a thousand additional men have been em-
ployed.

Hon, W. J. Mann: Are they not earrying
ont repairs?

IMen. V. HAMERSLEY: I understand
that they are practically permanent men. In
the previons 12 months the increase of the
number of emplovees was 500, so that within
the lazt two wears we get an increase of
1,500. It looks .as if the increased number
of employces is going to be respensible for
a still bigger deficit in the Railway Depart-
ment.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: If you look up the
figures of previous years von will find that
there was a big decrease in $iic number of
employecs.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY : Rut the number
has started to rise again.

Hon. .J. Cornell: Men have to he put on
to carry out repairs, otherwise the railwavs
will have to close up.

Hon, V. HAMERSLEY: I suppo-e on
the same reckoning we shall find this year
the increase will be well over another thous-
and.

Hon. W, J. Mann: At that rate then we
shall have no more unemploved.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: T want 1o ~ee
something to justify the employment of ~nch
a big number of addifional men. The pass-
ing ont of motor transport will not benefit
the railvoavs to the extent of their heing
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compelled to employ such a oumber of extra
hands; the effect will be to deal a severe
blow to many people who have embarked
their capital in avennes which depended for
their existence to a large extent on motor
transport. When we passed the Transport
Act, we had an idea that it would deal with
the co-ordination of the two forms of ser-
viee, and we considered it was a move in
the right dircction. But if motor transport
which is worked with most expensive vehicies
and fittings, and the most expenxive petrol
in the world, can ecarry on suceessfully
against the railways, then I say good luck
to it. In years gone by 1 pointed out to
the Railways that they weve inviting com-
petition beeause of the arrogant manner in
which the rvailway authorifies were earrvving
out their duties, and that if they got seri-
ous competition they wounld find it difficult
to ecombat it, and even more dilficult fo win
hack the trade they would lose. All that
has actually oceurred.  We passed the
Transport Co-ordination Act to practieally
ensure that those in the trade would all he
registered, and it was a warning to everyone
else engaged in the sale of motor vehicles
not to continue too rashly. Tt was never
dreamed, however, that drastic action, sweh
as has been enforced, would be taken against
those people who have given adequate ser-
vices to many in the community. In a num-
ber of districts owners of trucks were noli-
fied that they would not again be registered.
T ask whether the Transport Board has fol-
lowed the direction of the Aect which says

that they shall inguire into all the
interests coneerned. It seems to me
that the board has failed to do this. There

are many instanees of businesses having
heen embarked upon entirely as the result of:
motor transport, and those businesses are
now likely to be smashed up. | am not so
much eoncerned about the man who has a
motor vehicle as I am about that seetion
of the communify who have put their gapi-
tal into the undertakings to which I have
veferved, and which were largely dependent
for their suceess upon convevance of goods
by motor vehiele. I may quote one instance,
Interested people have told me that through
the railways they were never able to get
more than second or third-grade retumms for
cream from fhe factories, whereas when
the motor vehicles came along, it was al-
ways first-grade. In my opinion it shouid
have been the duty of the Transport Board
to zo into the various distriets to make in-
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quiries from those people who were directly
benefiting from the services being rendered
by motor vehicles, services which the raijl-
ways attempted Lo give, and in the attempt
failed. Some co-ordinafion was expected,
but ecertainly not the drastic steps that have
been taken. Another matter about which
I fecl concerned, from the aspect of the loss
on railway operations, is the department’s
attitude towards bulk handling of wheat.
The department have been really a menace
and an obstacle to its introduction. Again,
there is the attitude of the Government,
who fail to realise the importance of the
question fo wheatgrowers. The wheat-
growers have been a wonderful asset to the
Railway Department and a wonderful help
to the ports; vet every ohstacle is being
put in the way of fthose who for years
have advocated bulk handling in order to
help the wheat industry. Personally, I am
one of those who, since the inception of
the railway system, have advocated the
adoption of a bulk handling system. In
the days when Captain Laurie was a repre-
sentative of the West Provinee and held a
seat on the Fremantle Harbour Trust, that
gentleman and others associated with him
opposed the introduection of bulk handling;
and naturally so, because they represented
the interests of the port of Fremantle and
felt, as Fremantle representatives feel to-
day, that bulk handling might mean a re-
duction in the labotir employed in connec-
tion with the Fremantle harbour. But a
areat industry such as wheat growing must
not stand aside or go out of existence. With
the low prices which have been raling for
wheat, it is a question whether growers, in
the absence of reduced costs, ean continue
in the industry. At a time when all our
wheatgrowers were wondering whether it
was worth while te continue, T had oceasion
to go amongst them, and I pointed out that
the time was ripe for the adoption of a
system of bulk handling, which indeed re-
presented their only hope. I said it was
no use complaining that the price was too
low, as we were subject to the world’s
market price. T stated, however, that it
was possible to reduce our working costs.
Svery vear during the many years T have
heen growing wheat, whenever T have drawn
a cheque for wheat sacks I have remarked,
““There is so much monev’’—whether the
amount was £200 or £300 or £500—**abso-
ultelx burnt so Far as Western Ausfraha

111

i= voneerned.” Many farmers have burnt
similar amounts of money, and it has: zoue
on too leng. If the cost of baes could be
eliminated, suecess would be po=sible for
many of cur wheatgrowers. Thal one item
of eost means to many farmers the Jiffer-
ence between fallure and comparative affln-
ence, [t i well to vemember that the diffi-
cuity bas been intensified Ly the folly of
the Federal Government in adopling a sys-
tem of special bhags to hueld Australian
wheat. A decision was arrived at that the
old four-bushel hag used by the world
was too large to be handled by the whart
lumper, who demanded a three-hushel hag.

Hon. C. ¥. Baxter; There was something
in that.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY : There was too
mueh in it. The Federal tiovernment de-
cided that .\ustralia should have a three-
lrushel hag, 2 bag for Australian conditions
only. The three-bushel bag was somefhing
Australia tried to foist on the rest of the
world, which knew only the four-hbushel
bag.  Then manufacturers of the wheat
sacks said: “If Australia wants a speecial
weh and n speeinl capacity of hag, she will
have to pay for it.””  Since that burden
was placed on the Australinn farmer, he
has been compelled to pay a higher priee
for hiz bags than any other farmer has had
to pay. In fact, he has had to pay more
for the three-bushel bag than he paid
formerly for the four-bushel bag. That
is a  peenliarly foolish and  useless
extra expense, vendering the adoption of
bulk handling all the more necessary.
However, right from the inception
objections have been raised to bulk hand-
ling. We thought we would get the sys-
tem in 1920, but we have gone on ever sincc
barining money spent on hags. The Railway
Department and the Government have now
suceeeded in once more stemming the tide,
blocking the adoption of a system by whicl
cach of our wheat farmers could =ave a con-
siderable amount annually. Sinee the de-
livery of the Licuf.-Governor's Speech, tle
Government of the day have definitely an-
nounced their intention to appoint a Reyal
Commission to inquire into bulk hand-
ling. Tt is no woncder that our railways
show lozzes, that owr farmers are losing
heart and doubiing whether it is worth
while to carry on. There is no hope in the
nutlook. What is te be the next
move?  There have bheen inquiries



112

enough, in all conscience.  Every other
wheatgrowing country has gone in for
bulk handling.  Only Auvstralia is playing
the fool in the matter. To me it seems re-
markahle that Governments can go on fool-
ing the people to such an extent, that the
Railway Deparvtment, the wharf authorities,
and those who profit from the sale of bags
are able to manipulate and humbug the peo-
pie on the land. Tt only goes to show the
dangerous position in which those who em-
bark money in the development of the land
place themselves. They get very little svm-
pathy indeed from the aunthovities. The
henefits of bulk handling have been estab-
Yished beyond all doubt. Even at this late
hour I appeal o the Govermment to give
the matter fair consideration, as it is of the
utmost importance to the industry of the
man on the land, that industry which is so
vital to the welfare of the railway system
and to that of thousands of people indireetly
associated with the wheatgrowing industry.
Tt is not too late for the Government to alter
their mind. Many farmers have been hold-
ing off the purchase of bags in the hope that
more sites for butk handling would be
granted. T myvself have had to give an order
for bags which T thought I would not have
to give. Other growers are in the same hoat.
Every time we buy bags, it is so much more
money wasted, so much more money lost to
Western Australia, money which is wrgentiy
noeeded for the employment of additional
labour in the timber industry and other of
our industries. As things arve, I repeat,
mouney is simply being wasted. There iy
another aspect of transporf that 1 desive to
mention. Many people who patronise motor
transport have found that they get good
gerviee from it. I do not wish to take up
too much time, but I must remind hon. mem-
bers that the Railway Department have not
stood up to theiv job from the aspeet of tho
difficulties of consignees, who sometimes meet
with instances of pillage or hreakage. The
difficulty of obtaining redress from the de-
partment for such damage has caused many
people to vegard the position as hopeless.
They <ay, “If it is a case-of nsing the rail-
ways, we will not order things.” Private
enterprise grants redress much more readily.
It is claimed on hehalf of the Railway De-
partment that the motors whieh cut into the
{ransport husiness accept only goods hear-
ing the higher rates of freight, whereas the
railway lines were constructed with the idea
of handling heavy freights. owever, [ now
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see motor trucks ecarrying very heavy log:
of timber. If the Railway Department do
not look ont, a great deal of freight in the
form of heavy logs carried by motor trucks
will be lost to the railways. Tt is astonish-
ing to see the enormous logs of timber heing
taken over some of our roads.

Hon. R. G. Moore: It should he stopped.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY : Why? We have
built the roads as well as the railways. 1
am a ratepayer paying rates to a local road
board. We are all contributing large samns
to the road boards and municipalities, and
we find that a large proportion of the rates
collected goes to the making of main arteries
which are not necessarily taken over by the
Main Roads Board. Many loeal authorities
expend large sums on the building of roads
because there is a general demand for good
roads over which to carry heavy loads. 11
the community are providing those roads.
surely the communify have a right to get
the benefit from them. We are not only
taxed to provide the railways, hut are taxed
also to provide the roads, and therefore we
should go cavefully before putting emhargoes
on the motor truck. Personally I would
like to see the mofor trucks employing o
cheaper form of fuel, say gas producer fuel,
rather than eonsuming imported motor spirit.
It is an extraordinary thing that they ave
able to compete at all with the railways, in
view of the very high price they have to pay
for the fuel they use, especially when we con-
sider the low price paid for it hy other
countries with which we have to competa
Nevertheless we see the motor trucks earvy-
ing heavy loads of timber, and the railways
missing that traffic. Then we see motor
tracks carrying enormous loads of gravel.
I was for years a member of a road
board. In those days we did our best
to trade with the railwavs, We wanted
them to bhring gravel to certain points
on the railway where we required the gravel
for the building of roads. But it was im-
possible to get the railways to quote a vea-
sonable rate, and I suppose it is the same
to-day: they canmot rise to the oceasion and
iook for husiness. The consequence is that
the road hoards to-day are getting the motor
trucks to eart gravel over existing roads for
the making of other roads. If the railwavys
had any commonsense they would have been
earrying all that gravel for the road bLoards,
but they have declined the joh.

Hon. J. AL Maetarlane: They will do it
at o price.
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Hon, V. HAMERSLEY: Yes, but they
cannot meet competifion. Instead of that,
they come to I"arliament and ask for legisla-
tion to wipe oul that competition. But we
require to open up the eounfry, and if one
svstem will not do it we must have another.
Mr. Macfarlane i averse to any new rail-
ways.

Hon, Gi. W, Miles: And you ought to be.
also,

Hen, J. M. Macfarlane: I am not averse
to new railways that c¢an be made to pay.

Hon. V., HAMERSLEY: But vou belong
to a large centre, whereas others of us come
from outhaek. The Transport Co-ordination
Aet i already working against road traflie,
and the licenses of motor trnek owners arve
heing knocked out.  Consequently some of
the owners are moving in to Midland June-
tion, so that their licenses will not be
required.

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane: We might as well
fly in the face of the sun ns hope to knoek
onf motor transport.

HFon. V. HAMERSLEY : But we want the
services to pull together. 1 agree with the
dictuin that a monopely is always a tyranny.
1f we allow the railways to have a monopoly,
they will eevtainly become a tyranny, I take
off wy hat in appreeiation of the great help
motor transport has been in this country and
is likely to be in the future, and I hope the
Transport Board will not he too drastie, but
will realise whaf Parliament intended and
co-ordinate the transport systems to the
benefit of the community. Another matter
of utmost importance to the State is the re-
port of the Royal Commission on the Agri-
cultural Bank. Although the report has not
yet heen placed on the Table, and members
have not it before them, we have seen ex-
tracts in the Press, who were fortunate
enough to get the report hefore Parliament
reccived it. Tliere is no doubt the report
contains some severe strictures, and I feel
that we, ns members of Parliament, must not
allew the trustees of the bank to bear the
whole brunt of the findings of the Commnis-
wion, T recall the time when we had to in-
augurate the Agrieultural Bank in order to
wive encourngement to the opening up of the
country and the development of our land. In
those davs T could not borrow £500 from =
finaneial institution, because they did not look
apon land developmient as worthy of their
consideration: T could not borrow £300 on
7.000 acres of freehold kand with a clear
title.  That will convey an impreszion of
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the narrow outlook the private institutions
then had when eonsidering land develop
ment,

Hon. G. W. Miles: How long ago wus
that?

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: [ need not go
into detatls.

Hon. G. W. Miles: But it is important
that we should know it.

Hon, V. HAMERSLEY: It was so im-
portant that the Government of the day
deemed it necessary that they themselves
shounld advance meney for land development.
They saw that the immigration policy they
had tried to initiate was no good, for people
would not come out here to develop our
lands, because of the difficultics. Of course,
there was some justifieation for the nurrow
view taken by the private financial insti-
tutions. They said they could not lend
money on what were veally Government
lands, that when the Government handed
out a grazing lease they still held the land
in their grip for 20 years. The private in-
stitutions contended that if the leaseholder
failed to pay his rent, or if he walked off
the land, the institution that had lent him
money on the land would bave no title in
it. 8o it was decided that the Governmment
themselves would lend money for land de-
velopment up to a limit of £500, but not
for the erection of buildings on the land.
As time went on, the limit of £300 was
raised to £750. Still, many settlers said the
new limit was not sufficiently high.  An
outery was wade about it, and with an clee-
tion pending the Govermment were being
assailed because they refused to lend more
than £730. Then the Labour (rovernment
came into power, and, seeing how things
stood, they said they would open wide the
doors of the Agricultural Bank and there
would be no limit to advances.

Hon. G. \W. Miles: When was that?

Heon. V. HAMERSLEY : I think it was
in 1912, The Scaddan Government camec
intn office and set about carrying out their
promises to the electors. When the neces-
sary Bill eame before this House, we did
our hest to impose a limit, first of £1,000
and then of £1,200, bui the Assembly would
not agree. Then we tried to make the limit
£1,500, and eventually we sueceeded in hav-
ing it fixed at £2,000. The Government of
the day were unfair to the then manager of
the Bank, Mr. Paterson.

Hon. G. W. Miles: That was when ths
deticit was £414,000.
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Hon. V. HAMERSLEY:
egrew to a million.

Hon. G. W. Miles: The Premier of the
day said the deficit wag in the pockets of
the people.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY : Yes, and he was
termed *“Gone a million, Jack.” The Royal
Commission state that the Bank has lost
£12,000,000 on advanees. I say the Bank
has not lost that amonnt or anything iike
it, considering the results achieved through
the help of the Bank. Settlers from the
carly days had endeavoured to develop much
of the country but had failed owing to tim-
ber, serub, poison and water difficulties.
Assisted by the Bank to clear it and provide
water, those settlers showed that, when it
was brought under the plough it was able
to carry more caftle and sheep than are to
be found in Mr. 1MMiles' territory in the
North. The land has been made productive,
a point that we must remember alongside
the statement that a sum of £12,000,000 has
been lost by the Bank. Many people, too,
have bhenefited by the distribution of the
money and we have.a wonderfnl asset fo
show for the expenditure. The Agricultural
Bank has played a most important part in
fostering the development of the country.
I charge with the responsibility, not the
parliamentarians, but the electors, who gave
the Government of the day a direct instrue-
tion to lend money move freely on the land.
So long as a reasonable limit was imposed,
the clectors were quite right in that decision.
With a limit of £1,000 or £1,200 and wige
guidance, any settler who had expended that
sum should bave had his property well de-
veloped. Many of the lending banks changed
their attitude and showed a willingness to
take over good propositions, and the Gov-
ernment allowed private enterprizse to do
so, instead of lending additional publie
funds up to the limit of £2,000. The report
of the Royal Commission was unfair, un-
reasonable and vindictive. I Dbelieve there
is something underlying the report of the
Commission that has not yet come to light.

Hon. J. Cornell: They are about as popu-
lar as the Commonwealth Grants Commis-
sion.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY : Yes. T have not
seen the full report, but I have rcad the
extracts published in the Press, and my
conclusion was that the commission had
cast too much blame upon Mr. McLarty
and his co-trustees. No doubt they were
forced to handle propositions that their

And it soon
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own wisdom dictated should not be under-
taken. At the time, however, the price of
wheat was 4s. or 5s. a bushel, and they
showed some leniency wlere they might
have heen more strict, but they were
considerably influenced by the attitude of
the eommunity as a whole. The electors
were respounsible as mueh as were members
of Parliament, becanse the electors returned
the members. When Country Party candi-
dates criticised some of the methods of
group settlement, they lost their seats, be-
cause other ecandidates were ready to
promise the electors almost the moon. The
electors gave definite instructions that
money was to be lent on casier terms in
order that the ecountry might be developed.
I have every sympathy for the trustees of
the Bank who, in my opinion, have been
meted out very harsh eriticism by the Com-
mission. I feel that the country has re-
ceived wonderfully good service from the
trustees, who have practically given their
lives to the arduons work of furthering the
inferests of their clients. Although there
would have been many failures under any
system, many of the settlers have made a
great snecess of their work, and have a good
word for those who control the affairz of the
Bank. I wish to pay tribute to the work
of Mr. MeLarty and his co-trustees. Theirs
has been a very thankless task, and I was
sorry indeed that they should have been so
strongly condemned by the Commission. I
wish to direct the attention of the Govern-
ment to a matter of the greatest importance.
In to-day’s issue of the “West Austvnlian™
appears an item undey the heading ‘“The
Royal Show; Teachers’ Non-co-operation;
Effeet on Children’s Exhibits.”” Tt he-
ging—

Pursuing its policy of non-co-operation in
regard to activities which ““do not come within
the immediate terms of the employment’’ of
State school teachers, the eoxecentive of the
Teachers? Union has instructed members of the
union not te sign any entry forma for shows,
not to judge or arrange any selool exhibits for

shows, and not to enter any exhibits in the
n me of their schools,

ITon. G. W, Miles:; Disgraceful!

Hon. E. H. Angelo: Thex will he very
sorry for it later on.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY : [ think that is
one of the most appalling thinzs that has
come under my notice in all the vears T
have lived in Western A\ustralia.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Unionism tun mad.
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on. V. IIAMERSLEY: Years ago, in
my own litfle distriect of Toodyay, I got
into touch with the school teachers and
tnlked to them of my school days. Many
people realised what was wanted there. We
had leszons wmalore and I worked on them
for years, never understanding their appli-
vation. T found that amongst the teachers
were two sections: one who favoured teach-
ing the ordinary lessons, and the others
who favoured giving instruction in agri-
cultural subjeets. The c¢hildren undertook
the growing of wheat, vegetables and
grasses, and kept poultry and bees. The
teachers gave them lessens in carpeniry and
blacksmithing, and the parents hecame
keenly interested in the work of the school.
[t attraeted so much notice that people
living outside the disiricl inguired for ae-
commodation for their children because
they wanted them to have the benefils of
the instruefion given at that school. Un-
fortunately, the Minister for Education also
hecame interested in it, and fhat school re-
ceived no farther moneys for buildings, ete.
The school has been very successful, having
turned out some smart scholars and good
teachers. It has taken valuable prizes at
varions shows, some of the exhibitions
stnged at the Royal Show having attracted
the attention of visitors from the Eastern
States and from other parts of the world.
The pavents were satisfied that the work
was proceeding on szound lines, but now
the whole of it has been thrown into the
melting pot.  If the Goevernment allow that
to oceur T shall be disappointed. T hope
the (iovernment will take drastie action
awainst the school teachers. No time is to
he lost.  This decision on the part of the
Teachers’ Union followed a resolution that
cansed keen disappoinfment some months
azo when it was announced that. the
teachers had declined to train the children
for a demonstration during the Prinee's
visit. To have assembled the schoolchild-
ren to see the Prinee would have heen a
remarkable lesson in loyalty to the child-
ven. bat the teashers have let them down.
They have heen most disloval to the child-
ren.

Hon. J. Corn2ll: T do not think the child-
ren need any lesson in lovalty.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: Xo, but the
teachers are =etling a had example.

Hon, T.. Craig: Tt is not the teachers: it
i< the union.

ns

Hon V. HAMERSLEY: The matter is
most serious. I deplore the fact that child-
ren’s exhibits will not be staged ul the
Royal Show. The children in the country
schools will suffer seriously. Parents will
also feel it, and it will represent a direct
loss to future generations. We cannot do
too much to help the schools in the country
distriets, because there is being sown the
seed of the future work of the children in
their lives to come, I support the motion
hefore the House.

HON, L, CRAIG (South-West) {6.0]:
T am told that this is the time to be paro-
chial and talk about the requirements of
one’s own district. The Speeeh is some-
thing which members usually comment upon,
but whetlher the one we heard the other day
is good or bad, I ecannot say; I have not
had a long enough Parliaméntary experience
to know that, but to me it was intensely dull.
I understand it is usnal for those who favour
the Government to say what a splendid
speech it was and how bright is the ontlook,
and for those in opposition to say what a
“chastly future les before us” What
appeals to me is the disregard for the deficit
which has heen ineurred every vear for the
last two or three years, and it still steadily
mounting up. We are going hehind to the
extent of £700,000 or £800,000 a year. Mem-
hers of Parliament, the Government, ag well
as the man in the street, do not seem to care
two hoots about the position. It seems that
the taxability of the people is unlimited. It
is the moral attitude of these deficits that
worries me. 1t is so easy to get loan funds
nowadays, with Governments raising money
through the Loan Council or by means of
grants. They get so tmuch money, but they
spend it anyhow. There appears to me to
be no determined effort to live within our
income., Dairying is the main industry of
my province. It has been passing through
very troublous times. The reference to it
in the Speech is as follows:—

The average price for Lhutter fat for the past
12 mouths was 9.9d. For a time prices fell to
8d. In spite of this, the production of butter
inereased by 534,398 Ihs. Prospeets for the
1934 season are bright, Weather conditions
are excellent, and already the splendid pastures
have induced increased production over the cor-
responding period of last year. The fixation
of an Australian price of 140s. per ewt. for
butter will enabie at least Is. per lh. to be pail

loeally for butter fat. This is considered pro-
fitable,
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I have endeavoured to reduce the dairving
industry, as it really is, to a cash basis. That
is the only way in which we ean arrive at
a determination as to whether the industry
is profitable or not. The average produc-
tion of a eow in Western Anstralia is 342
gallons of milk per amnum. That is con-
sidered higher than it has ever been, the
fiure having been a long way below that
last year. That is the increased price we
hope te get, and it is referved to in ihe
Speech as profitable. On the basis of 1s. a
. for butter fat, milk is worth 5d. gallon.
The average production of 342 gallons per
cow includes the production from the hest
cows in the State, and is better than it has
heen for a long time. This figure gives a
eross return of £6 17s. per cow. The aver-
age lactation period, to take the average in-
ferior cow, is nine months. T have, there-
fore, taken that period of nine months,
although, with the hetter class of cow, the
period runs into 11 months. It is admitted
that it takes at least a quarter of an hour
to handle one cow per milking, that is to
get the cow in from the paddocks, milk her,
wash up, and separate the cream. If a
farmer is paying wages, as I am, dairyving
1s not profitable. If the emplover said to
his man, “Tihes are bad. You can milk the
10 or 20 cows I have, do everything in con-
nection with them, get them in from the
paddocks, milk them, wash the separator,
ete., do all the work and keep all the returns
from the milk, whilst I will pay for all the
fencing, the manure, the fuel and everything
associated with the industry,” the employee
would receive the magnificent sum of 1s. per
hour for his labour. That is the position
in which the dairying industry finds itself
to-day, and yet the Speech says it is profit-
able. Farmers say, “Thank poodness we
have got on to a hasis where we can at least
live.” The industry is considered profitable.
It is ouly profitable for those who have large
families and cmploy no labeur. Although
the dairy farmers are more or less satisfied
now, theirs is only a poor bread and hutter
existence. They cannot possibly pay wages
even at the enhanced price. The Speech
states that the priece of butfer in Australia
has been fixed at 140s. per cwt., and indi-
cates that at that price the industry should
be all right. The Minister for Agriculture
went to the Xastern States, and was there
assured by every other Minister for Agri-
culture that Eastern States butter would not
be sent here unless we got behing in our own
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produetion, that is unless we failed to pro-

dluee safficient hutter to keep pace with ihe

State’s requirements. To make sure of this
the Direetor of Agriculture telegraphed tu
the Prime Minister, who in turn assured the
Minister for Agricnlture thar Eastern States
butter would be sent here only to make up
shortages. We are meeting the State's re-
quirements to-day, but what do we find?
Butter is ecoming Lo Western Australia lov
which the consumer pays 1:. 6d. per 1h,, the
wholesale price being 1s. 3d.. and the local
producers have to send their butter to Eng-
land where they receive 7d. per Ib. for it. The
scheme for the stabilisation of the priee of
butter was intended to enable producers to
get a living wage, and vet because of the
meanness or the greed of one or fwo mer-
chants, producers in Western Australia are
compelled to export their butter to lagland
at 7d. a b, whilst the same commodity is
imported from the other States and =old at
1s, 3d. per lb. wholesale. 1 hope the Govern-
ment will see that the guarantee of the
Prime Minister is carrvied into cffect. The
Labour Party or Trades Hall have been issu-
ing articles in condemnation of the hanks,
saying, “How dare they chavge this enormons
rate of interest of 5 per cent?” In the pro-
vince I represent, settlers on repurchased
estates are paying the Government six per
cent. interest. They have been paying nue
lower rate than that ever since the depression
started. 1 hope.that the Government will
see that the rate is brought down to at least
a normal figure. The clients of the Agricul-
tural Bank and the soldier settlers have had
their rates reduced, but the ordinary settler
on re-purchased estates is still paying six
per cent. on the total purchase price of his
land. TIn some cases the land is valued ati
£20 per acre, and interest and sinking fund
comg to about 3Bs. per acre per annum, It
is impossible for any industry to stand up
to that. I hope every effort will be made as
soon asg possible to bring down the rate, he-
cause while some men arve paying i, the
majority have ceased to do so. Some of the
settlers are suffering severe privations so
that they shall not go very much behind in
their interest and sinking fund payment.
During the last couple of years about half-a-
million pounds has been spent in irrigation
schemes. There was some opposition in the
heginning because the depression was at its
height. Farmers naturally said, “We are
going to be landed with water at o cost of
at least 10s. per acre, and cannot see our way
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te paving it Fvenfually most of the
apposition was over-ridden. and the tarmers
aceepted the scheme. | refer to the Welling-
ton dam, which cost £134000. The work hag
now heen completed, the water iz there, and
the channels and drains have been cut. I ain
sure it will prove a highly heneficial under-
taking. The departmental officials, however,
cannot cope with the work that is enitailed,
Before 2 man can water his land lie has to
prepare it. Levels have to be taken, and in
cases wheve there is a bump and a hele, the
bump has to be shilted inte the hole ~o that
the water may run. This is erdimiry Larm
work, but it reguires technical knowledge
and assistance to enable the szettlers to learn
where to put in their drains amt where the
fall of the ground comes in. That is abso-
lutely neeessary knowledge. An enormous
rush will take place when the summer comes,
and there will be a great demand for techni-
eal advice. Any engineer could give the
farmer his levels and instruct the farmer
what to do to get the water zervice. 1 enuld
see this coming, and was able during the
present winfer to get my land graded and
put into order. There are only two or Lhree
officers attached to the [rrigation Depart-
ment, and these men have to cope with the
area from Pinjarra almost to Bunbury, The
task is an impossible one.  The demand upon
their time is already greater than they ean
meet, They are excellent officials, and know
their work. I appeal to the Government,
before it i too late, o appoint an additiona)
three orv four officers, so that the large
amount of capital involved may start earn-
ing interest almost immediately.

Silting suspended from G135 to 7.30 por.

Hon. L. CRAIG: At the tea adjourn-
ment T was dealing with the ivrigation
scheme inaugurated in ihe South-West.
had told the House that the capital expendi-
ture on the scheme was in the vieinity of
£500,000 and had emphasised how necessary
it was for more technical officers to he ap-
pointed to advise the farmers how to make
use of the water so that they would he en-
abled to obtain moere revenue by the use of
the water. as the Government also should
rective some return for the money expended,
The rate payable under the scheme has heen
fixed at 10s. per acre, which covers one
watering, and that is equal to about 4 inches
of rain. This vear the farmers will be liable
to pay rates on at least 30 acres, which means

[
bl |

that each farmer has to face a liabiiitr of
at leasi £15. Then there iz the chares of
25, Bd. per acre per watering. It i~ u<ual
to water a paddock three times, althouua it
may perhaps be watered four times. T xnder-
stand the rate is to be a little less thi~ vear
on account of the bad times and it may he
fixed at about 7s. 6d. per acre. The pnim
| want fo make is that it is quite obnions
all farmers will not be in a position to water
A0 acres. To do that the 30 acres would iave
to he ready. On the other hand, a farmer
may have only five acres or nine acre- ready
for watering.  Before he can get water for
those five acres, the farmer will he eompel-
led to pay 10s. per acre on 30 acres, o an
amount of £13. I scems to me wrone thar
the rate and the cosf of waler ~hould he
grouped together. Why should a tarmer pay
{for 30 acres of watering when he s able to
water five acres only? Surely it i+ reszon-
able to ask the Government to fix the rate
separatelv. I do not suggest what the
amount should be, but as the water rite is
22, Gd. per acre, I think a flat rate of 3=
would bhe suflicient o cover any watering.
That would be reasonable. Surely it i~ nok
richt to levy the charge that has been fixed
il the farmer cannot use the water. 1 ask
the Government to give consideration to fix-
ing a flat dey rate. The members of the
Government are rveasonable men and 1 be-
lieve that if they go into the mafter they
will fix a rate that will enable the farmers
to pay only for the water they actually use.
It is neeessarv that the frrigation Act be
amended fo enable that to be done. At pre-
sent there is an Irrigation Commission fune-
fioning and the membership is confined en-
tirely o technical officers. Whether that i
right or wrong, [ cannot say, bhut | think
that the farmers who have to use the wager
should have some representation on =uch
hody. The chairman of the Commissinn i«
A, O AL Munt, who i an excellent ofieer.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: What, another ioh?

Hon. L. CRALG: Mr. Munt is the |'nder
Seeretary for Works and chairman of the
"Transport Board in addition to heing chair-
man of the Trrigation Commission. Tt i-
possible to kill the willing horse and that
is what will happen to Mr. Muni. |1
understand it is almest impossible to talk
about irrigation matters with him berauze
Mr. Munt is so tied up with the atfairs of
the Transport Board at the present time.
The same thing happened to Mr. E. A
MeFLatrty who was, and is, an excellent o%eer.
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He was quite overburdened with the work
allotted to him. He had the Agricultural
Bank under his control and then someone
suggested that he should take over group
settlement affairs, “We have lost £10,000,000
on group settlement,” was the suggestion,
“so yvou had betier take charge of it/ and
Mr. McLarty was placed in control.

Hon. J. Cornell: He was handed over the
Boldier Settlement Scheme hefore that.

Hon. .. CRAIG: But that was a small
job. The State had lost £7,000,000 or
£8,000,000 only on that. I ask the Govern-
ment to see that Mr. Munt is nof overbur-
dened with work as Mr. McLarty was. The
work of the Irvigation Commission will he
extensive and should elain the attention of
a chairman for that alone. Particularly at
the outfxet will the task be heavy, for there
will be a lot of heartbwrning through the
wronglul use of water and so on. I desire
to stress the importance of providing im-
proved accommodation for the officers of the
Department of Agriculture. The agricul-
tural industry is the most important we have
in Western Australin. The future of the State
is almost entively dependent upon if, despite
what our gold mining friends from Hannan
Street way sav. We know that the gold
mining industry has been mosi valuable to
Western Austealia, but undeubtedly the
most tmportant industry is that of agricu!-
ture.  The oificers of the Department of
Agricnliure ave o very fine set of offieials
indeed, and all over the world they have
heen deseribed as among the best of their
class,  Those efficers are housed under con-
ditions we would scareely allot to our fowls.
If any member visits the department and
sees for himself uwnder what conditions the
officers are vequired to work, he will he
astonnded.

Hon E. H., T1. lall: That matfer has
heen ventilated here hefore.

Heon. T. CRATG: T am glad to hear that.

Hon, E. H. H. Hall: T thouzht 1 would
let vou know.

Hon. .. CRAIG: The huilding is like 2
veritable rabbit warven. T heard to-day
that the Premier had inspected the strue-
tare. He said he was amazed that the
officers  should have been allowed to work
for so long under such dreadful conditions.
The Stale is losing the services of highly
trained technical officers cvery dav. They
are offered jobs elsewhere, frequently
at much higher salaries, and many of them
are imelined to go. not because of the added

[COUNCIL.]

money they will receive, but because they
will he able 1o work wnder decent eondi-
tions. 1 hope that the Chief Secretary will
stress to Cabinet how necessary it is that
some money should be allocated so that
the technical officers—God knows they ave
wanted badly enough in this State—can be
provided with heiter accommodation.
Diseases ave making their appearance mani-
fest in various divections. Aammitis has
appeared among our cabtle herds, and that
is a discase that eould easily ruin the
industry,  The fruit fly, so T understand
on the very hest of authority, could easily
have the same effeet on the whole of the
fruit industry. It was not thought that
the fiy counld exist in such climate as that
of Perth, but it has been proved to survive
the iee und eold of the winter in France.
Fvidence of the presence of fruit fly is
manifested throughout the finit-growing
industry, and there is searcely an orchard
in the Bridgetown distriet that iz not suf-
fering from the outbreak. It is highly
important that our technical officers shonld
he provided with an adequate labovatory
where they could work on these problems
under decent eonditions with a view to
arriving at some method by which the pests
can he dealt with. ¥ hope legislation will
he inteoduced to foree growers, all of whom
are not imbued with a full sense of respon-
sibility, to keep their ovehards clean. There
is u great possibility of our fruit export
industry being 1wined eompletely through
the ravages of the fruit fly. Daring the
last 12 months fhe (lovernment have spent
a considernble sum of money on improve-
ments to the Bunbury harbowr. The har-
hour works at the porl are capitalised at
L4000, and silting has taken place over
a number of vears. A depth of 27ft. Gin.
is regarded ns necessary Lor the accommo-
dation of oversea boats, but the depth of
the Bunbury havhour has heen 23fi. only,
hecause of the silting up of the sand.
Thousands of pounds are spent every year
on the dredging of the harbour, and it is
amazing to think how the sand keeps silt-
ing up despite those operations. The Gov-
ernment  have now embarked upon con-
strueting a grovone to cope with the flow
of sand. T congratulate the Government on
that work because it has alvendy had a
material effeet, and [ hope that the job
will he compleled.  More work will be nee-
es<ary during the eoming summer, and I
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hope suflicient money will be provided to
enable the work to be completed as soon
as possible,  Steamers are passing Bunbury
because theve is not sullicient depth to cn-
able them to berth to load timber and other
produce.  The depth is almost down to
27ft. Gin. again, and the importance of
completing those improvements should be
urged on the Government. It will be a
wood investment because it will obviate the
necessity of spending thonsand= of pounds
annually on dredging operations.  To show
how the trade at the Bunhury harhonr s
advanced, it ix merely neeessary to mention
that during last vear it ineseased from
23,000 tons to 32,000 tons, or an expansion
of 40 per cent. Before the harbhour com-
menced to silt up there was a demand for
the provision of cold sturage facilities
at Bunhury, and at one time the necessary
money was on offer to provide those facili-
ties so that Fruit and other produce conld he
shipped from Bunbury divect instead of
having to be railed to Perth for shipment
through Fremantle. Everyone will admit
that it is most desirable that swch exports
should be direect from Bunbury. It would
mean a saving of 3d. or 4d. an every case of
fruit, and a similar saving on every box ol
butter or =imilar produce. Mr. Hamersley,
during the course of his speech, referred to
the school teachers and the action thev took
recently, I also desire to say something
about that matter. | aftended a meeting of
the eoitheil of the Royal Agricultural Society
to-day and we were informed it was unlikely
that the children’s exhibit this vear would he
extensive if, indeed, there was any such ex-
hibit at all. We were told that that was due
entirely to the action of the school feachers
in refusing te assist the children to display
their work. 1t is greatly to he deplored that
a body of men such as the school teachers
should take an action of that deseription.
What annoys me and makes me mad is the
attempt of the school teachers to dictate
matters of poliey to the Government. They
are claiming higher rates of pay, which, of
course, is perfectly legitimate. [n these days
of cateh-ns-catch-can and the devil-take-the-
hindermost, we all want what we can gef, but

the action that the teachers have taken iz

most extraordinary. What right has the
School Teachers’ Union to dictate the policy
of the (iovernment and =ay what moneys
shall be allocated to the Education Depart-
ment? Presumably all members have read
the cirenlar that has been distributed. Tn

1ih

that document the Teachers’ Union declore
that they arve not complaining so much on
their own hehalf, but mostly beeause of tlu
simall antount of oney allotted to the
Edueation Department. What has that to do
with them ! What right bave they to dictate
te the Government what money shall be aljo-
vated to the Kducation Department? In
many di=tricts the best-off man is undoubt-
cdly the schoolmaster, and good luek to him.
But L do get very annoyed when a hody of
men who, cowmpared with the farwing com-
manity, are infinitely hetter off, attempt to
dictate to the Government as to the smn of
money that should bue allocated to their de-
partment. 1 do hope the Government will
put these people just where they helang—
their right place. | <apport the motion.

Ow wotion by Hon. K. H. H. Hall, debate
adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL,

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. AL
Drew—Central) [TA47]: I move—

That the Mouse at its rising adjourn until
Tuesday the 21st August.
(estion put and passed.

House adjonrned of 715 pm,

Legislative RAssembly,

Wednesday, 13th Aungu<t. 1931,

i Pack
Reading of newspapers in the Uhamher e 119
Question : Unemployed, entiage allotment< ... . 120
Leave of ahsence - 120
Adldlres<in-Reply, sixth day ... 120

The SPEAKER tuok the Chair at 4.30
p.m., und read prayers.

READING OF NEWSPAPERS IN THE
CHAMEER.,

MR, SPEAKER [+4.32]: ] desire to make
a few remarks as the result of whieh T trust
I shall receive the assistance of hon. mem-
bers in giving effect to an opinion I hold.
I wish to draw the attention of hon. mem-



